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Part 1: Common Science Programme
 What is CSP and what it consists of?
 Timeline and selection of courses

Part 2: My Study
 Curriculum Structure & Modules in Apr 2024 semester
 Academic Calendar
 Advisors and Lecturers
 Preparing for the current Semester
 Attendance, Punctuality & Grade Cap Policy

Overview of Briefing



PART 1: Common Science Programme
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What is Common Science Programme?
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BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE

PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCE

COMMON SCIENCE PROGRAMME

Gain industry-relevant knowledge 
and skills to explore a career in the 
biomedical, biotechnology, 
pharmaceutical or 
biopharmaceutical field

Our unique Diploma Exposure 
Programme will help you make 
an informed course choice at 
the end of the first semester
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Diploma Exposure Programme

E-Learning Packages
 BMS e-Learning package (3 x 40min)
 PHARM e-Learning package (3 x 40min)

(Available in Brightspace, 1CCP1CS from 
early May)

Hands-on Workshops
 BMS Hands-on Workshop (Half Day)
 PHARM Hands-on Workshop (Half Day)

Final Test (July)

Extensive curated e-Learning 
packages and workshops
offered to students pursuing 
CSP 

Provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the various 
aspects of subject matters and 
career perspectives in the 
Biomedical Science and 
Pharmaceutical Science 
courses.
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Timeline in Apr 2024 sem – What to expect

Start of Apr 
2024 sem

Oct 2024 sem

Allocation 
& Posting

Launch of e-Learning 
Packages

(early May)

Hands-on 
Workshop & 
Test (July)

Final Exam
(Aug)

Common 
Test week
(first week 
of June)

Selection

2 weeks 
break
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My next semester - BMS or PHARM?

Selection based on:
 Interest
 GPA
 Diploma Exposure Programme* Results
 Interview

*Final test after hands-on workshops in July 2024

What’s next after Common Science Programme?
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PART 2: My Study
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Foundation
Year One

Applied Learning
Year Two

Real World Learning
Year Three

Establishing strong 
fundamentals

Deepen and broaden with 
application of fundamentals

Enable real world application

1.1 – CSP
1.2 – BMS or PHARM

 2.1 – BMS or PHARM
 2.2 – BMS or PHARM

3.1 – BMS or PHARM
3.2 – BMS or PHARM

IS modules – Health & Wellness, 
Communication Essentials, 
Innovation Made Possible

IS modules – World Issues 
Singapore Perspectives

IS module – Project ID

Curriculum Structure
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Examinable Modules

1. Inorganic & Physical Chemistry (1IPCCSP, 5 Credit Units)

2. Cell Biology & Genetics (1CBLCSP, 4 Credit Units)

3. Mathematics (1MATHCS, 3 Credit Units)

Continuous Assessment Modules

1. Biosafety & Risk Management (1BRMCSP, 2 Credit Units)

2. Career & Professional Preparation I (1CPP1CS, 1 Credit Unit)

3. Communication Essentials (COMMS, 3 Credit Units)

My Modules (Level 1.1)
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https://www.np.edu.sg/admissions-enrolment/guide-for-prospective-students/academic-calendar

Re-Exam Week 26 Aug 2024 to 28 Aug 2024
Avoid scheduling any 
personal activities or family 
holidays for this period

Academic Calendar (April 2024 semester)
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Example of Lesson & Assessment Plan for a Module



Dr Geeta Bansal (CSP01)
(1CPP1, 2BRM)

Dr Wayne Forday (CSP02)
(1CPP1)

Advisors (Common Science Programme)

 Every student is assigned an Advisor who will journey with you 

 Your Advisor will guide you as part of Education & Career Guidance (ECG) in NP

 Main point of contact for you should you need help, information or advice



Support
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Module Leader / Tutor 
 Every module is led by a lead 

lecturer known as the Module 
Leader

 Some modules are co-taught by 
multiple lecturers, known as 
tutors

 For module-related matters, 
please check with your ML or 
tutor

Support
Counsellors 
 Everyone goes through ups 

and downs 

 You can make an appointment 
to speak with a counsellor 
from the NP Student & Alumni 
Services (SAS) at 6460 6777 

https://www.np.edu.sg/student-

services/education-career-coaching

https://www.np.edu.sg/student-services/education-career-coaching
https://www.np.edu.sg/student-services/education-career-coaching


Dr Teoh Chun Ming
Module Leader 
INORGANIC & PHYSICAL 
CHEMISTRY (1IPC)

Dr Eddie Ong
Module Leader 
CELL BIOLOGY & 
GENETICS (1CBL)

Ms Ho Huixian Olivia
1IPC, P02

Dr Ng Hui Li
1IPC, P01

Lecturers (Common Science Programme)



Mr Hamdan Hamid
2BRM, T01

Dr Geeta Bansal
2BRM, T02

Dr Huang Yinyi
Module Leader
BIOSAFETY & RISK 
MANAGEMENT (2BRM)

Mr Herbert 
Module Leader, 
MATHEMATICS (1MATH)

Lecturers (Common Science Programme)



LECTURES
• Online Asynchronous Lectures (OAL)
• No face-to face, except for first 3 weeks
• Not time-tabled

TUTORIAL/PRACTICAL (IPL@Classroom/Labs)
• Face-to-face
• Exception may happen – depends on the modules

IN-PERSON LEARNING (IPL)
• Face-to face
• Online synchronous 
• Not time-tabled – Lecturers will schedule

• You will be guided (but 
you have to be disciplined
to do self-study)

• You will have access to 
help.

• You can reach your 
lecturers through Teams
chats or emails

In April 2024 semester…
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 https://politemall.polite.edu.sg/catalog?pagename=Home

 Your lecturers will post your weekly announcement, lesson plan, lecture slides, 
tutorial worksheets, lab manual & assignments on it.

Learning Management System – NP Brightspace

https://politemall.polite.edu.sg/catalog?pagename=Home


Online learning packages with flexibility to complete in your own time pre-tutorial/practical:

Lecture 
materials &  
resourcesonline

Interactive 
activities in  
online learning  
materials

Non-graded 
practice
exercises online

Online resources  
for revisions& to  
complete 
assessments

1. Lectures / Online Aynschonous Lesson (OAL)



Applied and collaborative activities which may include:

Communication
with lecturers

Collaborative
learning activities  
with peers

Non-graded/ 
graded practice 
exercises online Online resources  

for revision and  
to complete  
assessments

2. Tutorial (in-person)



Applied learning and in specialised facilities:

Applications /  
Experiments

Pre-Practical 
interactive 
online resources  
& activities

Additional 
simulated 
practicals online

Practical 
reports/Lab 
Test

3. Practical (in-person)



https://npalstudent.np.edu.sg

NPal Student Portal



NPal Student Portal – Landing Page
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Module 
Catalog

Location

Lecturer

Lesson Type

Online Asynchronous 
Lesson (OAL)

Exception:  
Mathematics
In-Person Lesson 
(F2F) for Lecture 
and Tutorial 
(no OAL)

First 3 weeks in 
Apr semester
In-Person (F2F) 
Lecture

IMPORTANT!!!

Timetable
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Grade Point Average (GPA)
 Maximum is 4.0
 Measure of academic standing of a student
 Calculated based on the graded modules taken in that 

semester.
 If a module is of higher credit units (more no. of hours per 

week), then it has a bigger impact on the GPA.
 All the modules are counted in the computation of 

cumulative GPA.

Grading System
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Grades Description Grade Point Criteria
AD Distinction 4.0 Top 5%

A+
A

Excellent 4.0 > 85%
80 - 84% 

B+
B

Very Good 3.5
3.0

75 - 79%
70 - 74% 

C+
C

Good 2.5
2.0

65 - 69%
60 - 64% 

D+
D

Pass 1.5
1.0

55 - 59%
50 - 54% 

F Fail - 0 - 49%

PX Pass - Pass for modules 
graded as “Pass or 

Fail”

How GPA works?



 GPA = Grade Point Average

 Calculated based on graded modules taken in the semester

 Current GPA vs. Cumulative GPA

Current GPA =
Sum of (Credit Units x Grade Points)

Total credit units for graded modules 
in the current semester

28

How is GPA calculated?



Module
Credit 
Unit Grade

Grade 
points

Credit point X Grade 
points

Module A 4 AD 4 16
Module B 5 A 4 20
Module C 5 B 3 15
Module D 4 C+ 2.5 10
Module E 2 F 0 0
Module F 3 PX 0 0

Total Credit Units 
enrolled 23
Less credit units of 
non-graded module 
(Module F)

3 TOTAL 61

Total credit units 
earned for the semster

20

29

How is GPA calculated? (example)
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ATTENDANCE, 
PUNCTUALITY &
GRADE CAP POLICY

© Ngee Ann Poly 2024
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ATTENDANCE POLICY

Attendance is a key factor in your academic progress. Regular attendance correlates with 
better results.

• Must meet minimum 70% overall attendance for lectures, tutorials & practicals

• Only valid reasons are accepted for absence from class

• Submit reasons with supporting proofs within two (2) working days

• 1st warning given when attendance falls to 80%

• 2nd and final warning when attendance falls to 73%

• Grade cap kicks in automatically when attendance rate falls below 70%
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PUNCTUALITY POLICY

• Being punctual shows respect for others and maximises lesson time for all.

• Be self-responsible in attending classes regularly and punctually. 

• Cultivate good habits that will serve you well in life.

No grace period for attendance-taking in classes

Late without valid reasons will be marked “Absent”
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2

3

4

GRADE CAP POLICY - 4 THINGS TO KNOW 

Attendance required Minimum 70% overall attendance

Grade Cap If you pass the module and do not meet the minimum attendance 
requirement, your module grade will be capped at the passing grade:
- “D” grade for examinable and continuous assessment modules
- “PX” grade for modules graded Pass/ Pass with Merit

Reasons for absence Only valid reasons are accepted.
Submit them within two (2) working days.

Notifications on low 
attendance

Maximum 2 warnings will be sent to you and your parents/guardians:
- 1st warning when attendance rate falls to 80%
- 2nd and final notification when attendance rate falls to 73%
- Grade cap kicks in automatically when attendance rate < 70%
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NP GO! – Student 
Attendance Taking App

34

Scan the QR code to download NP GO! now

To insert QR Code for 
NP GO! from Play Store 

(available earliest 3 
April when the apps are 
released in app stores)

To insert QR Code for 
NP GO! from App Store 

(available earliest 3 
April when the apps are 
released in app stores)
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NP GO! Instructional Video for Students 

35
If you encounter any issues with NP GO!, contact IT Helpdesk @ Blk 27 #01-01 (Email: itcare@connect.np.edu.sg)

mailto:itcare@connect.np.edu.sg
https://for.edu.sg/npgo
https://for.edu.sg/npgo
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Look out for the invitation email in July 2024 to join our PLP Virtual Roadshow.
Find out more about PLP via: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tv5mJLi4FJY

36

For Year 1 
Freshmen Only



When & How to Apply?
 Watch out for email from School of Interdisciplinary Studies (IS) for application ​of 

PLP Learning Units (LUs) timetabled during semester:
• In July for October semester (Level 1.2, 2.2, 3.2)
• In January for April semester​ (Level 2.1, 3.1)

 Watch out for emails for ad-hoc applications of PLP LUs for International Trips, 
Entrepreneurship, Social Leadership, etc. that would be conducted during term or 
semester break period

 Start early (i.e. Level 1.2 or Level 2.1) to complete 3 LUs to fulfil the Minor 
requirement and receive a Minor cert upon graduation (you will receive Enrichment 
Programme Statement if you complete 1 or 2 LUs). 

 More information and FAQs on PLP can be found at 
Brightspace: https://for.edu.sg/plp-brightspace

37

Personalised Learning Pathway (PLP)

https://for.edu.sg/plp-brightspace


Level 1.1 (FOR 1M01 & 1M02)

Level 1.2 (FOR 1M03 & 1M04)

CSP01

Number of Students: 25
Advisor: Dr Geeta Bansal
Practical/Tutorial session: P01/T01
Class Rep: ________________

CSP02

Number of Students: 25
Advisor: Dr Wayne Forday
Practical/Tutorial session: P02/T02
Class Rep: ________________

Common Science Programme Classes



• SERVICE-LEARNING

 Apply what you learn in the classroom to meaningful community projects that address 
real needs

 Gain a deeper appreciation of your course of study and hone your critical thinking skills

 Experience personal growth and be inspired to make the world a better place

PROJECT BASED LEARNING - Apply what you learn in the classroom to carry out team 
projects throughout the semester

LAB-BASED LEARNING - Design the flows &  perform laboratory procedures  

NP’s Signature Pedagogy
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DO NOT Plagiarize!
 Online Plagiarism Module (compulsory)
 Plagiarism Quiz
 Plagiarism Declaration

NP Plagiarism rule
 First offence – zero marks
 Second offense – Fail module
 Third offense – Dismissal from Polytechnic



Key Applications

1

mStudent
• Mobile version of NPal Student.

Scan the QR to install
• Remember to enable Notification

for the mStudent app so that you
don’t miss out on important alerts
from NP.

NPal Student

https://npalstudent.np.edu.sg

NP Website

• http://www.np.edu.sg

• Click on Menu & 
scroll thru the left navigation for 
useful links.

2 3

https://npalstudent.np.edu.sg/
http://www.np.edu.sg/


Student Code of Conduct
https://www.np.edu.sg/student-life/building-an-inclusive-np-community/code-of-conduct

Students found infringing the Student Code of Conduct are expected to:

• adhere to the directions of staff personnel

• promptly produce their student cards for identification purposes when requested.

• Students will be subject disciplinary actions and the punitive measures to be imposed 
may include dismissal, suspension, failure in modules and/or other penalties.

Reporting of Suspected Misconduct

• If a student suspects that another student is acting in violation of the Student Code of 
Conduct, the student is expected to report the suspected misconduct to his or her 
academic school or the relevant department (staff advisor, tutor, course chair, mentor) 
as soon as possible.

• Campus Security at 6460 6999 or Student Care Helpline at 6460 6777

https://www.np.edu.sg/student-life/building-an-inclusive-np-community/code-of-conduct


Student Development Office

Harmless fun or Hazing? 
Banter or Bullying?

Disagreement or Disrespect?

 Know the difference to right the wrong
 1hr online module on Brightspace
 Enrolment to the module will begin in 

May
 More information will be sent to students 

via email

Building a Positive NP Community



 Check your NP Email regularly for messages and 
updates from the School

 Check NP Brightspace for module announcement, 
instructions, lecture slides etc this week.

IMPORTANT Reminders!
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CSP Coordinator
• Dr John Zhu (CSP): John_ZHU@np.edu.sg

CSP Advisors
• Dr Geeta Bansal (CSP01): Geeta_BANSAL@np.edu.sg
• Dr Wayne Forday (CPS02): Wayne_FORDAY@np.edu.sg

Course Chairs
• Mr Tai Min Hooi (PHARM): TAI_Min_Hooi@np.edu.sg
• Dr Sujit Dutta (BMS) Sujit_DUTTA@np.edu.sg

Key Contact Persons

mailto:John_ZHU@np.edu.sg
mailto:Geeta_BANSAL@np.edu.sg
mailto:Wayne_FORDAY@np.edu.sg
mailto:TAI_Min_Hooi@np.edu.sg
mailto:Sujit_DUTTA@np.edu.sg


THANK YOU…
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