LIBRARY COMPUTER'SAT'ON An lntervsew wnth

As part of the Polytechn:c s evalua- : _avaluauon site, We also had dlscus_s:ons

tion task in the tender for the library

turnkey. package, Mrs Lock Thi Xuan,

Librarian and Chairman ofi the Library
Computerisation - Project
Committee, iogether with Mr Hol Sze
Ymg. L1brary Assistant and Secre:ary of

the Committee, embarked on an on-site
assignment in. ‘Australia;
Canada and the Unrted States ln April

evaluation

this vear. - & A

The following :s an |nleW|ew with'
Mrs Lock on the evaluation by our hbrary__\

correspondent, Mrs Carolme Loh

NP News: What was the ranonale bahmd

this trip?

Mrs Lock: In response (e} ourtenderiora ;
library turnkey system, we received three
proposals — the GEAC!Library System -

which originated from Canada, the Virai-

Evaluation *

nia Tech lerary System from the Umted;
States! and the URICA System. from’
. Australia. We found that the demonstra-

tion packages were incomplete and the

local vendors were ‘not equipped: (o

answer the queries that arose. Thus, the " =
assignment  was undertaken,  among
other things, to study the implementation

\ strategies, assessiife. reliability ofiithe
“hardware and software, and obsenve the
trend of information services ‘provided by
librayies in an automated environme

NP Nev.gs. How d[d you decu:ig
~ sites to visit?" . i

Mrs Lock: They were selected on the
basis of {he users’ canfiguralion and their

feedback on the systems performance,
the vendors® recommendations and the
users! availa bnluy (0] aceommodale us! for
the visit: For each system, we ‘covered

three sites, one of which was the main

: -soﬂware su ppl:ers

B these countrles?

serwc;as-;;w[
~and producltwly Thell inexpen

ter systems, coup
“tion of l:brary soiiware, has accalarate

~ from shared systems io dedicated min

with: two consultants and wslted ithre

NP’ News: Can you-;commenl on
generaf trend of

ahigh dogrea o "';

types of '_ raries, Thus, the. main trend.
has been from off-line to on- line an

computer applications. This move makes
possible the on-line access«to mforma—
tion and allowsthe !lbraﬁes 10, provide

functional require-



